130	THE   aiESOPOTAillAN    CAMPAIGN".
itself, is bluff. In 1-914, the day had already passed when
the simple-minded Oriental could .be imposed upon by empty
threats. So loiig as the Basra Vilayet was held in adequate
military force, so long did British prestige stand unshaken
locally. The first phase of our policy and our strategy was
sound because it aimed at producing clearly-defined results
by a definite military expenditure which was not beyond the
power of India to make. When, in 1915., policy ran riot and
outstripped the restrictions which sound strategy placed upon
it prestige began to wane.
The second phase in the policy—the advance to Baghdad
—was unsound, because results which were without definite
political or military advantage to the conduct of the war as
a whole were sought, results which could be safely obtained
only by a military expenditure that it was beyond the ability
of India to meet—an expenditure which made heavy demands
upon the resources of the Empire.
Ultimately, after many vicissitudes of Fortune, this phase
did end in complete success, Mesopotamia was occupied by
a British Army, and administered by British Political
Officers; Labour Corps toiled at railways, roads and hutments,
Where for six centuries the desert had lain waste, corn was
made to grow. The country was regenerated. But at what
an expenditure !
If the occupation of Baghdad, and of Mosul, were neces-
sary for the safety of India it was a necessity so drastic as
to remind one of the remedy of bleeding. India—the Empire
—were bled white in order that India might survive.
Granted that the security of India was an entirely justified
aim of British policy in the Middle East; granted that the
protection of the oilfields and of the territorial area at the
head of the Persian Gulf were political and strategical neces-
sities in Mesopotamia., would not it have been better had
policy and strategy remained content with military penetra-
tion into Mesopotamia as far as the line Ahwas;—Amara—
Nasiriyeh, and no further?
To have effectively occupied the Basra vilayet up to this
limit, and to have denied to the enemy the approaches to
Basra by the Tigris and the Euphrates, would have been
within the capability of a force of two divisions and a cavalry
brigade, with a proportionate allocation of armoured cars and
"aeroplanes,	"
within this limit, communications could have been im-
proved, defences organised, accommodation built at a tithe

